
Strengthening the Community through Tennis and Education

INVEST IN
SUCCESS



OUR VISION
A healthy community enriched by the lifetime sport of tennis.

OUR MISSION
Serving up opportunities to strengthen the community through tennis & education.

OUR CORE VALUES
Build character & confidence through tennis & education.

Teach lifetime skills through a lifetime sport.

Form partnerships that optimize community resources.

Foster an inclusive environment that emphasizes healthy competition.

Make tennis available to everyone.

Tennis Central builds
character & confidence 

through
tennis & education.

48%

81%

73%

82%

Have an “A” average

Say they will attend college

Have never been sent to the principal’s office

Volunteer in their communities

YOUTH THAT PLAY TENNIS...

Source:

USTA Foundation Special Report 
(USTAFoundation.com)



OUR HISTORY
Tennis Central, formerly named Lancaster Tennis Patrons Association 
(LTPA), was developed in 1972. Initially it was organized to create 
junior development programs for local youth. LTPA officially was 
incorporated as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in 1982. Today, 
developing partnerships and seeking support to fulfill our vision, 
mission and goals continues to be imperative to Tennis Central’s 
growth and success.

Tennis Central is nationally recognized by the United States Tennis 
Association (USTA) Foundation as a National Junior Tennis and 
Learning (NJTL) Chapter. The support of the USTA Foundation, 
whose mission is to bring tennis and education together to change 
lives, enriches our programs and allows us to better serve our local 
community.

OUR STRENGTHS
Tennis Central is focused on assuring that all programs 
match with the vision, mission, core values and staff who 
are responsible for their specific tasks.

In our 40 years of existence, we have provided positive 
experiences for thousands of youth and adults. 
Our ongoing commitment to provide even more 
opportunities for our entire community is very strong.

Interaction and cooperation among members of the 
community is positive and welcoming regardless of race, 
religion, gender, socioeconomic background or any 
other factor.

Tennis Central’s Board of Directors is a dedicated group 
of volunteers who actively support the organization. 

OUR PROGRAMS
Tennis Central, along with our partners, provides year-round instructional and competitive programs for thousands of youth. The majority 
of the programs are provided at minimal or no cost ensuring access for everyone. Youth from all social and economic backgrounds 
are encouraged to take part in our programs. In addition, Tennis Central provides community service, leadership and employment 
opportunities to high school youth as well as thousands of dollars in college scholarships each year.

•  United States Tennis Association (USTA) Junior Team Tennis
•  Fred W. Steinman Patrons Cup
•  Tennis After-School Community Enrichment Strategy
    (ACES) Summer Program
•  Freedoms TeamTennis Circuit for 10/12 & under Youth
•  Dr. Jill E. Hungerford Memorial Scholarship

•  Dr. Charles R. Appel Memorial Scholarship
•  Lancaster Summer Tennis Tournament Series
•  Rod Jackson Memorial Scholarship
•  Summer Tennis Camp Scholarships
•  Arthur Ashe Essay Contest

OUR EDUCATIONAL GOALS

OUR PARTNERSHIPS

Community funding is tantamount to the success of Tennis Central. With 
your generous contribution, Tennis Central will be able to provide valuable 
programming to area youth.

Your support will:

Educate youth through valuable life skills lessons such as respect 
teamwork, and dedication.

Promote confidence and responsibility to youth that leads to 
accountability and success in the classroom.

Foster collaborative partnerships with community organizations that 
implement educational support.

Connect with underserved youth by developing consistent and impactful 
relationships and programs.

Change lives by providing safe activities to promote healthy behaviors and 
discourage negative choices.

Provide access to youth who could not otherwise afford to play tennis.

Support promising youth to further their education.

Empower members of the community to embrace health and wellness of 
body and mind.

School District of Lancaster

Franklin & Marshall College

Lancaster Recreation Commission

Police Athletic League

The Mix at Arbor Place

Lancaster Special Olympics

River Rock Academy

Central Penn District

USTA Middle States Section

USTA Foundation

SUCCESS

EDUCATION TENNIS

LIFE SKILLS



“How I act on the court will reflect how I act 
off the court. I have learned to be disciplined 
through tennis.”

“Whether in the classroom or on the tennis 
court, I know and appreciate that dedication 
and hard work has been the key to success.”

- Elliot Rodriguez - Katina Jones

ELLIOT’S STORY
My name is Elliot Rodriguez and I was born in a small town near the coast of Puerto Rico. Our family moved 

to Lancaster when I was two years old because my parents wanted a better life for us. Once in school, I 

learned English quickly and soon excelled. In high school I chose to take the most rigorous path available 

which could be overwhelming at times. Tennis helped me deal with the stresses of school so when I was not 

studying, I was almost always on the courts. 

When playing tennis, my stresses and burdens faded away which gave me a chance to calm down and relax. 

Looking back on my high school experience, I remember the laughs I had with my teammates, the relief the 

courts brought after taking a test, the hours spent practicing each day working to improve and the time I 

won a match in a tiebreak with everyone cheering me on.

As I move forward in life, I believe tennis and the lessons I learned will continue to guide me. 

I have to remain disciplined, study and work hard to further my education at Gettysburg 

College. My roots, my parents and tennis have inspired me to pursue a career in medical 

research because I want to help my community and the world.

Elliot at a glance:

• Graduated from J. P. McCaskey High School ranked top 5 in his class of 545

• Attends Gettysburg College studying medical research

• Played high school tennis & currently plays on the Gettysburg College team

• Credits the discipline he’s learned on the courts with his success off the courts

• Volunteers at The Mix at Arbor Place and other community organizations.

KATINA’S STORY
To be successful at anything, hard work is a requirement. My name is Katina Jones and I strongly believe that my 

ambition on the tennis court and diligence in the classroom have led to my successes. Starting at age ten, I learned to 

love tennis by hitting with my family as well as participating in Tennis Central’s Steinman Cup and the Tennis After-

School Community Enrichment Strategy (ACES) programs. These fun and challenging programs stimulated my 

desire to learn more and play harder and also allowed me to develop close relationships with several mentors who 

continue to influence me.

Throughout high school, I devoted countless hours training and dedicating myself to the game I love. As a 

senior, I fulfilled my dream of winning the AAA District III girls tennis title. This was a goal I had since my 

freshman year and while losing in the semi-finals two years in a row was disheartening, I didn’t let that stop 

me. I worked harder to get stronger both mentally and physically. I proved that dedication, patience and 

perseverance could accomplish anything.

Through tennis, I’ve learned the importance of positive leadership skills. Who I am as a 

person affects those around me, so with my teammates, I always set out to exemplify 

respect, character and patience. Playing tennis has helped me learn to better problem 

solve and strategize on the court as well as in the classroom. Staying positive, being 

motivated and working hard has attributed to many successful outcomes for me. In 

college, I hope to continue to grow in the love for the game that has given me so 

much inspiration on the court and in the classroom.

Katina at a glance:

• Graduated from Penn Manor High School with a 4.38 GPA

• National Honor Society officer as a high school junior and senior

• Three-time AAA Lebanon-League champion & AAA District III champion

• Volunteers with Special Olympics, Steinman Cup and other children’s tennis programs

• Attends West Chester University playing and succeeding on the tennis team



- Kelly Fahrney

- Sophie Rathmell 

Hannah’s mother

Tennis Central Youth

“Hannah, who is deaf as the result of a bacterial meningitis 
infection she contracted as an infant, has awakened every 
morning this week with a smile on her face knowing she is 
going to Tennis ACES.”

“Tennis allows me to let out all the stress of the day, get 
some exercise, compete and have fun!  When we step on 
the court we are all equals.”



“Our connection with Tennis CentraI has by far exceeded any 

expectation that we as an urban, youth development center may 

have had. They have provided quality tennis instruction to our 

students and have developed coaching relationships that have 

lead to positive mentoring opportunities. We are located in one of 

Lancaster City’s more economically disadvantaged neighborhoods 

and Tennis Central has fit perfectly with our philosophy to provide 

our kids with unique opportunities. This past summer, it was 

extremely rewarding to look out my office window and see two 

young men with racquets in hand engaged in a “netless” tennis 

match on our outdoor basketball court. It is this passion and 

dedication to a new sport that has equipped our kids to face new 

challenges in their daily lives. We have even begun the process to 

purchase an adjacent property to construct an actual tennis court 

in which we can reach more of our neighborhood youth through 

tennis. We hope to continually equip the youth we serve via the 

sport of tennis through our relationship with Tennis Central.” 

 - Luis D. Torres, Executive Director of
            The Mix at Arbor Place

graduation rate: 77%

graduation rate: 86%

graduation rate: 99.9%

LANCASTER CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

STATE AVERAGE

TENNIS CENTRAL STUDENTS



717  587  7184
dmast@tenniscentral.org
tenniscentral.org

“Tennis contributes many pleasures and life lessons to a person’s well 

being. Most tennis players have a desire to share their love of the 

sport with others, making it possible for volunteer-based groups not 

only to introduce the sport but at the same time help young people 

focus on their education.  My belief has always been that all children 

have been blessed with a mind and a body and that they were 

meant to exercise both.  Making the sport accessible to underserved 

children and emphasizing the value of education is a way we can help 

improve the communities we live in.” 

By supporting Tennis Central, your gift will make a positive impact on lives for years to come.
Thank you for being a partner in our effort to strengthen the community through tennis and education. 

- Judy Levering, Past President of the USTA, founder of
  the USTA Foundation and former girls tennis coach at
  JP McCaskey High School.


